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Donald Trump Jr. Communicated With WikiLeaks
During Campaign

Donald Trump Jr. at the third presidential debate last year. Josh Haner/The New York Times

By Michael S. Schmidt (http://www.nytimes.com/by/michael‑s‑schmidt) and Nicholas Fandos

Nov. 13, 2017

WASHINGTON — Donald Trump Jr. had multiple online conversations during

the 2016 presidential campaign with WikiLeaks, the anti‑secrecy group that last

year released a hacked trove of Democrats’ emails

(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/23/us/politics/dnc‑emails‑sanders‑

clinton.html?rref=collection%2Fnewseventcollection%2Frussian‑election‑

hacking&action=click&contentCollection=politics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=la

according to four congressional officials.

Mr. Trump, the president’s son, in recent weeks handed over Twitter messages

he exchanged with WikiLeaks to several congressional committees investigating

Russia’s attempts to disrupt the election, according to the officials. In September,

Mr. Trump acknowledged in a closed‑door interview with the Senate Judiciary
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Committee (https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/07/us/politics/trump‑russia‑

investigation.html) that he had corresponded with the group during the

campaign, the officials said.

The correspondence, which began weeks before the Nov. 8, 2016, election and

continued through much of this year, is the second time it has been publicly

revealed that Mr. Trump communicated with people and organizations with ties

to the Russian government who were trying to undermine the presidential

campaign of Hillary Clinton.

In July, The New York Times reported

(https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/11/us/politics/trump‑russia‑email‑

clinton.html) that Mr. Trump met with Russians in June 2016 who said they had

damaging information on Mrs. Clinton, and that the information was part of the

Russian government’s support for Mr. Trump.

Mr. Trump on Monday night released

(https://twitter.com/DonaldJTrumpJr/status/930228239494209536) several

(https://twitter.com/DonaldJTrumpJr/status/930228342774816769) screen shots

(https://twitter.com/DonaldJTrumpJr/status/930228511343865858) of his

messages with WikiLeaks. His lawyer, Alan S. Futerfas, said the documents were

“selectively leaked” among the thousands that have been turned over to

congressional investigators.

“We can say with confidence that we have no concerns about these documents

and any questions raised about them have been easily answered in the

appropriate forum,” Mr. Futerfas said in a statement.

By publishing thousands of hacked emails, American intelligence agencies

believe WikiLeaks was acting as a conduit for Russian operatives.

The Twitter messages were first reported by The Atlantic

(https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/11/the‑secret‑

correspondence‑between‑donald‑trump‑jr‑and‑wikileaks/545738/), which

published copies of the correspondence.

“Hiya, it’d be great if you guys could comment on/push this story,” WikiLeaks

said in a message to Mr. Trump on Oct. 3, 2016, that included a quote from Mrs.

Clinton in which she said she wanted to “just drone

(https://twitter.com/wikileaks/status/782906224937410562)” Julian Assange,

the WikiLeaks founder.
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“Already did that earlier today,” Mr. Trump said in response. “It’s amazing what

she can get away with.”

In a message a week later, WikiLeaks asked Mr. Trump to have his father Tweet a

link to a site where users could search through hacked emails from Democrats.

“There’s many great stories the press are missing and we’re sure some of your

follows will find it,” WikiLeaks said, adding that the group had just released more

emails stolen from Mrs. Clinton’s campaign chairman, John D. Podesta.

Mr. Trump did not respond. Fifteen minutes later, however, his father tweeted:

“Very little pick‑up by the dishonest media of incredible information provided by

WikiLeaks. So dishonest! Rigged system!”

Mr. Assange said on Twitter

(https://twitter.com/JulianAssange/status/930216818614169601) that he could

not confirm whether the group had corresponded with Mr. Trump.

“WikiLeaks loves its pending publications and ignores those who ask for details,”

Mr. Assange said, adding that thousands of people had asked the group about the

emails it had published.

Mark Warner, the top Democrat on the Senate Intelligence Committee, said the

messages, if real, are “one more example of Russians, Russian agents — in this

case WikiLeaks — reaching out to senior officials in the Trump Organization or

Trump campaign.”

The last message Mr. Trump received from WikiLeaks was in July, shortly after

The Times reported (https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/08/us/politics/trump‑

russia‑kushner‑manafort.html) that he had corresponded with the Russians

promising “dirt” on Mrs. Clinton.

“Hi Don. Sorry to hear about your problems,” WikiLeaks said. “We have an idea

that may help a little. We are VERY interested in confidentially obtaining and

publishing a copy of the email(s) cited in the New York Times today.”

Shortly thereafter, Mr. Trump released the emails himself

(https://twitter.com/DonaldJTrumpJr/status/884789418455953413).
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Mr. Sessions is in the hot seat today about Russian contacts.
Mr. Sessions is almost certain to be asked to clarify his past statements in
light of recent disclosures that members of the Trump campaign had
contacts with Russia.
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Past Sex Scandals Show McConnell Is Willing to Take a
Tough Line
The Senate majority leader, Mitch McConnell, who has pushed out
Republican offenders in the past, views salacious episodes as a threat to
the Senate and to the party’s reputation.
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A new investigation of Hillary Clinton would undermine
longstanding norms.
If Attorney General Jeff Sessions or his deputy authorizes a new
investigation of Hillary Clinton, it would undermine standards that have
been in place since Watergate.
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The Art of the Hallway Interview
“I have chased members of Congress down hallways in high heels, rain
boots and, once, because a shoe fell off, sock‑footed.”
(https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/14/insider/the-art-of-the-hallway-interview-capitol-hill-
congress.html?
action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Politics)

39m ago

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/14/insider/the-art-of-the-hallway-interview-capitol-hill-congress.html?action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Politics
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/14/insider/the-art-of-the-hallway-interview-capitol-hill-congress.html?action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Politics
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/14/world/asia/trump-asia-trade-north-korea.html?action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Politics

